In the moving history of" our land, from time immemo-
rial, great minds have been formed and nourished and tou-
ched to heroic deeds by the Ramayana and the Mahabharata.
In most Indian homes, children formerly learnt these immor-
tal stories as they learnt their mother-tongue-at the mother's
knee. The sweetness and sorrows of Sita and Draupadi, the
heroic fortitude of Rama and Arjuna and the loving fidelity
of Lakshmana and Hanuman became the stuff of their young
Philosophy of life. The growing complexity of life has chan-
ged the simple pattern of early home life. Still there are
few in our land who do not know the Ramayana and the
Mahabharata, though the stories come to them so embroide-
red with the garish fancies of the Kalakshepam (a devotional
meeting wherein an expert scholar and singer tells a story to
his audience) and the cinema as to retain but little of the
dignity and exactness to truth of Vyasa or Valmiki.

Vyasa's Mahabharata is one of our noblest heritages
and to hear it faitnfully told is to love it and come under its
elevating influence. It strengthens the soul and drives home
the vanity of ambition and evil & futility of anger & hatred*
Children hear these stories of our heroes and heroines very
interestingly and think them like Gods of our motherland.
It came to be written by Ganapati to the dictation of Vyasa.
It was before the days of printing, when the memory of the
learned was the sole repository of books. Vyasa first taught
the great epic to his son, the sage Shuka. Later, he expoun-
ded it to many other disciples. Were it not so, the book
might have been lost to future generations. Tradition has it
that Narada told the story of the Mahabharata to the devas
while Shuka taught it to the gandharvas, the rakshasas and
the Yakshas.   The virtuous and learned Vaishampayana,
one of the chief disciples of Vyasa, the son of the great king
Parikshit, conducted a great sacrifice, during which he narra-
ted the story. Later on Suta Maharishi recited this in the
Naimisa forest to and assembly of sages of which Saunaka
was the leader. It was meant to teach humanity dharma and
other ends of life. It is the ancient and wonderful epic of
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